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THE MINIMUM WAGE DECISION 
By REBEKAH S. GREATHOUSE 


efusal by the Supreme Court to grant a re- 
hearing in the New York minimum wage 
case emphasizes its opinion in the case stated so 
forcefully by Mr. Justice Butler that—‘“prescrib- 
ing of minimum wages for women alone would 
unreasonably restrain them in competition with 
men and tend arbitrarily to deprive them of em- 
ployment and a fair chance to find work.” 


The Supreme Court has decided the case in ac- 
cordance with the fundamental law of the land and 
the precious guarantees of libérty, refusing, as al- 
ways, to be swayed by popular clamor, based, this 
time, largely on misunderstanding of the problem. 
The words quoted from the opinion sum up the 
position of the National Woman’s Party and the 
fifty other organizations of women which have 
gone on record as opposed to minimum wage legis- 
lation for women alone. Even most of the organ- 
izations of women which favor the law would pre- 
fer a law which applies to both sexes but think one 
applying to women is half a loaf. We think it is 
not half a loaf but a stone, and to quote Mr. Justice 
Butler further: 


“While men are left free to fix their wages 
by agreement with employers, it would be fanciful 
to suppose that the regulation of women’s wages 
would be useful to prevent or lessen the evils...” 


There were two misunderstandings underlying 
the unfavorable reaction of the public to the de- 
cision when it was first rendered. In the first 
place, it was not generally realized that the Court 
in reality was upholding states rights, since it is 
an accepted rule that the law of a state is as it is 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of that State 
and the highest Court of New York had held the 
law to be repugnant to the Constitution of New 
York State as well as to the Federal constitution. 
In other words, the Supreme Court of the United 
States was preserving a liberty which the people 


of New York have not yielded to either State or 
Federal authority. 


The more serious misunderstanding concerned 
the grounds on which this law was depended by 
Attorney Generals of New York and the other 
intervening States. The Attorney General of New 
York and the Attorney General of Ohio urged the 
necessity of this and similar legislation for the 
protection of industry generally. They said there 
were too many women working and making it hard 


for men to find jobs. The implication seemed to be 
that the labor market would be helped by handi- 


capping the women workers in their power to con- 
tract just as it is helped by limiting immigration 
in times of job scarcity. It is never pretended that 
limiting immigration helps the prospective immi- 
grant. 


At the beginning of his argument opposing 
the law, former Governor Miller of New York 


summed up the argument of the other side by say- 


ing that they seemed to argue that there were too 
many women in industry and the least efficient 
among them should be forced back into the home 
to raise families. It is seldom that this type of 


argument comes out into the open, but it did in 


this instance. 

The opinion of the Court was further em- 
phasized by its acceptance for consideration of an 
appeal from the State of Washington on a similar 
law. The law there was held to be constitutional 
and will continue as the law of that State unless 
the Supreme Court reverses it. Of course, before 
it can reverse it the Supreme Court must hear it. 


THE ALVA BELMONT TEA HOUSE 
I like to remind our members who go to Wash- 


ington, D. C., of the admirable Tea Room at our 


Headquarters where breakfast, lunch, afternoon 
tea and dinner are served daily. 


Florence Bayard Hilles, 
National Chairman, National Woman’s Party. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW 


If you possibly can, send a contribution to the 
National Woman’s Party today to help keep the 
Equal Rights issue in the forefront of public 
opinion between now and the elections. 


Come to the National. Convention of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party in New York City, Novem- 
ber 18th, 14th and 15th and help forward the 
program to make Equal Rights a reality. 


BIENNIAL CONVENTION, NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY 


Hotel Roosevelt, 45th Street and Madison Avenue 
New York, November 13, 14, and 15th 


Jane Norman Smith, Convention Chairman 
Room 81, 542 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Outline of Tentative Program 


NOVEMBER 13: 
7:45 to 10:00 P. M. Registration of delegates. 
NOVEMBER 14: 
8:30 to 9:30 A. M. 
10:00 A. M. Convention called to 
order. 
12:30 Luncheon in Hendrik 
Hudson Room. 
2:30 P. M. Business Session — Blue 
Room. 


7 200 P. M. Reception — Palm Room. 


7:30 P. M. Dinner — Hendrik Hud- 


son Room. 
NOVEMBER 15: 
10:00 A. M. Business Session — Blue 


Room. 
12:80 Luncheon — Hendrik 
Hudson Room. 


Reservations for luncheons at $1.65 each and 


dinner at $2.75 may be made by addressing Mrs. 
Herbert L. Black, Room 81, 542 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. | 


All meetings and business sessions will be held 
on the Mezzanine Floor on the 46th Street side 


of the Hotel. 


Single rooms will be available at $4.00, $4.50 
and $5.00 per day; double rooms, double bed, $5.00 
and $6.00 per day; rooms with twin beds, $6.00, 
$7.00 and $8.00 per day. All rooms assigned 
will have private bath and outside exposure. 


Members are urged to make their reservations 
as soon as possible. The annual automobile show, 
which will be held in New York the week of our 
convention, will attract thousands of people from 
out of town. Heavy demands will be made upon 
the hotels, with the result that there will be a 
scarcity of rooms at the minimum rate. 
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GUDE’S 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SHOE STORE IN 


LOS ANGELES 
WHEN IN 
CALIFORNIA 
PAY US A VISIT 
“Travel in Comfort and Arrive in Style” 


ALBERTA GUDE LYNCH, Sec’y and Treas. 
422 WEST SEVENTH ST., LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
Founded 1913 


Object 


To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships, and in particular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 


Introduced, Senate—By Senator Townsend, Del., Jan. 4, 1935 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.) 
House — By Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 3, 1935. 


Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


Present Status Senate Before Judiciary Committee. 
House — Before Judiciary Committee. 


The Equal Rights Treaty 


Article 1 


“The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions.” 

Signed — the Governments Ecuador, Paraguay 


ETHEL ADAMSON, N. J. MARY MURRAY, WN. Y. 

NINA ALLENDER, D. C. DORA G. OGLE, MD. 

EDWINA AVERY, N. Y. ALICE PAUL, N. 3. 
KATHERINE HILLES CALLERY, DEL. SARAH r. PELL, N. Y. 

MRS. MERRITT o. CHANCE, MD ELIZABETH SELDEN ROGERS, N. 1 
ELSIE HILL, CONN. ANNE CLEMENT ROTTER, WIS. 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


nm price, $1.00 per 
» $1.50. Entered as second-class Office a; 
Washington, D. G., under the Act of March f. 187. * 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF WOMEN’S CON- 
SULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The Committee of Representatives of Women’s 
International Organizations, created in accord- 
ance with a resolution of the Council of the 
League of Nations (popularly known as the 
Women’s Consultative Committee), held its An- 
nual Meeting at Geneva on September 18th. At 
this meeting it prepared an address to the League 
in connection with the proposed revision of the 
League Covenant. This address is as follows: 


Geneva, the 21st September, 1936. 


The President of the Seventeenth Session of 
the Assembly, 


His Excellency, M. Saavedra Lamas, 
Sir: 


With reference to the reform of the Covenant, 
which question, we understand, is to come be- 
fore the League this September, this Committee 
begs to lay before the Assembly the following 
communication. 

Our Committee recommends that the follow- 
ing provisions be added to the Covenant in order 
that the interests of women may be better pro- 
tected under the League and that the League 
ene a truly serve all the people of the 
world: 


1. “The Members of the League undertake that 
in their respective countries there shall be 
no distinction based on sex in their law and 
practice regarding nationality.” 

2. “The Members of the League undertake that 
in their respective countries the right to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged on the 
ground of sex.” 

3. “The Members of the League undertake that 
in their respective countries men and women 
shall have equal rights in all other fields.” 

4. “The Members of the League undertake that 
men and women shall both be members, with 
full voting powers, of all delegations to the 
Council and Assembly of the League and to 
all Conferences under the auspices of the 


League.” 


We respectfully urge also that the one article 
now in the Covenant guaranteeing certain 
rights to women (article 7, section 3, reading: 
“All positions under or in connection with the 
League, including the Secretariat, shall be open 
equally to men and women.“) be put more fully 
into practice than has been the case up to the 
present. 

In making this plea for greater rights for 
women under the Covenant, our Committee is 
merely continuing the efforts made by the 
women’s organizations at the time of the orig- 
inal drafting of the Covenant in Paris in 1919 
when the demand was made for suffrage and 
other rights under the Covenant. 


We wish, in presenting this proposal, to state 
our belief that only from a League of Nations in 
which women participate equally with men will 
the highest expression of a new world order be 


possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(signed) 


INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN, 
per Louise C. A. van Eeghen (Holland), 
Renee Girod (Switzerland). 


WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE 
AND FREEDOM, 

per Madeleine G. Doty (U. S. A.), Ellen 
Horup (Denmark), Lola Maverick Lloyd 
(U. S. A.), Eugene M. Meller (Hungary). 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 
per Abby Scott Baker (U. S. A.), Leonor 
Cespedes (Colombia), Alice Paul (U. S. A.) 


EQUAL RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL, 

per Juanita Frances (England), Helene 
Granitsch (Austria), Linda P. Littlejohn (Aus- 
tralia), Lillian von Matsch (Austria). 


ALL-ASIAN CONFERENCE OF WOMEN, 
per Rosa Welt Straus (Palestine). 


Three co-operating international bodies were 
also present at the meeting and approved the ad- 
dress to the Assembly. They were the Women’s 
World Committee Against War and Fascism, the 
Women’s Organization for World Order and the 


Woman's Party, International Committee. 


HELP FURTHER THE EQUALITY MOVE- 
~.. MENT WITH YOUR VOTE 


Through an inquiry by the League of Nations 
we shall know in 1937 the civil and political status 


of women in all countries. 


Through a successful Equality Program in the 
United States, we can help remove some, at least, 
of the present disabilities from American women. 
The way we vote this November will help or hinder 
the present and future status of women. 


Vote intelligently for those candidates whom 
you * will help further the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. 


Election day is almost here. 
time to acquaint yourself with the attitude on 
equality of candidates for election. 


A man or woman who believes in and promises 
to work for discriminative measures, under the 
guise of protective legislation for women but not 
for men, cannot be reasonably expected to help 
win the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


Equality will become a reality when women 
place it first. 


You have still 
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USE ANTHONY STAMPS EXCLUSIVELY. _ TREASURER’S REPORT. 
4 Laura M. Berrien, Treasure 


By ETHEL ADAMSON | 
Chairman, Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committ 1986—exclusi 


In every letter you mail out why not put in 4 
suggestion to use the Anthony stamp, and none 


other, for the three-cent denomination? When <=: 51:20 
and the g stores to use o e Anthony stamp. r 1.75 
Women like it. Mr. 70:00 
Small “rainbow” colored memorandum pads "3.00 
serve easily to carry this little reminder broadcast, Mrs. Anne Huntington Se a ee 
and thereby greatly increase the d d, and sale’ Mr. Helen Wetzel, N. „ „ 1.00 
Mrs. Marjorie Whittemore, Calif. 1.00 
and popularity of the Anthony. Mrs. Kathryne throw, N. 
followi branches, balances being retained by said 
a permanent stamp, not merely a temporary Com- cc 48.25 
stamp, whose term is limited. District of 
lar deman may serve to make it easier to get is diana sete c 50 
Anthony stamp made permanent, just as is the 2330 13 
Benjamin Franklin stamp. “Equal Rights’ 12.25 
Rent of Rooms at uarters 352.41 
Every one of these beautiful portraits in mini- Total Receipts during July, 1936 JJ: ĩ bans cas 
ature of Miss Anthony’s noble classic features 1 AUGUST, 1936 1 
a silent messenger carrying the history of her life $100.00 
work for women in America and throughout the . 50 
world. What man has equalled her achievement? 2221 X00 


It is the especial responsibility of women of the 
National Woman's Party, and others who are in- 
terested in the cause of women, to spread the 
popularity of this proper tribute to Miss Anthony . 

by using to the utmost these Anthony stamps, and 
asking others to use them. They should become „, 
as familiar as the Washington stamp, and hold 


Wage 
equal rank in every respect with the likeness of 
Washington. — “ 


‘When paying a bill is a very tactful occasion to ‘ 
mals tay suggestion to use Anthony stamps er- 2 
usively. 


Reports indicate that many post offices are not 
supplying Anthony stamps. How about your post — 
office? Insist on having Anthony stamps. When 
motoring, stop at post offices along the route and 
ask for Anthony stamps. Create a demand for 
them everywhere, so that millions more will have Mis 
to be printed. Make the public Anthony conscious! 


Miss 


L. S. ROUNSAVELLE 
INSURANCE 
We write every kind of Insurance Protection 
711 Pacific Finance 


621 S. Hope Street, Los Angeles 
Established 1922 


GERTRUDE I. GEORGE, REALTOR 


port showed Treasurer's Receipts through June, 1936. 
covers period from July, 1936 h September 30, 
ve of subscriptions to EQUAL RIAA 
Miss Ethel A Con $2.00 
Miss Mary Brandon, Gio 
* 700 
Florence Bayard Hilles, 11. 35.00 
Leila W. P 1.00 
popathic Women’s National Association ......... 5.00 
(For International Work) 
iladelphia City Branch, Contribution for Minimum 
len Wetzel, N. J. 1.00 
2.00 
0 ues paid to Nation eadquarters 
; ollowing branch, balance being retained by said 
branch: 
Sale of “Jailed for Fresdommm 1.00 
Sele of Rights” 
Sale of Susan B. nthony Stamps velopes .. 
t of Rooms at Headquarters 
1 Receipts during August, ĩͤ ˙ $609.80 
7 SEPTEMBER, 1936 
42 
erine Duvall Baden, Md. ˙ 1.00 
Louise Chenoweth, D. C. 1.00 
Pont, „ 
| Clarissa I., Goold, B. FP 1.00 
Mary Louise Hamilton, Calif. 2.00 
Florence Bayard Hilles, 135.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Calif. 
Ida M. Lynn, N. F. r 1.00 
Dr. Miriam Oatman, D. C. c 1.00 
Miss Elizabeth O. Robinson, D. C. 1.00 
Mrs. bald to National 1.00 
Share ues paid a Heudquarters by 
following branches, balances being retained by said 
branches: 
%%% 
San Diego, California % 1.75 
Sale of Susan Envelopes ... 22 
1009 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California. In- Commission on Telenhon e 1.08 
vestment Service for Women Only. Prospect 5853. Rent of Rooms at Headquarters 629622222220 SERS 
Total Receipts during September, $596.21 


